THSD Initial Evaluation Instructions
Preparation:

1. Designate a location- The location should be new to the dog.  Choose a low traffic area where you can walk the dog and safely let him off leash (tennis courts are great).  Some ideas include parks and schools.

2. Prepare the dog handler- Instruct the handler to simply hold the leash and ignore the dog while you are testing.  She should not talk to or pet the dog without your instruction.  Also briefly explain the test format, especially the first step.  Describe to her the hat and umbrella and that you will properly greet her after the first test.

3. Arrive early- This will allow you to observe the dog’s initial reaction to a new environment and begin the first test shortly after he arrives.

4. Bring all the necessary equipment.

· Leash

· Large hat

· Umbrella

· Flexi-lead

· Treats- something yummy and soft

· Soft toy (preferably with a squeaker) tied to a leash or rope

· Stopwatch or watch with a second hand

· Timer with second display or sound magnet (for HD candidates)

· Evaluation instructions, results form, clipboard and pen

Evaluation:

STARTLE/ RECOVERY- This test is meant to startle the dog in order to measure the intensity of his reaction as well as the amount of time it takes him to recover from the experience.  This test should be preformed as you are approaching the dog for the first time, before you introduce yourself to the handler.

    Approach hat, umbrella, and sense of humor!

1. Wearing a large hat and carrying an umbrella as though it were a cane approach the dog walking with an uneven gait.

2. Stop when you are around 5 ft away from the dog- if the dog is growling or barking in an agitated manner do not continue the test.

3. Open the umbrella in front of your body and place it on your shoulder.

4. Initiate interaction with the dog by talking to him, holding a hand out, patting your thigh etc.  If the dog approaches to greet you this concludes the test.

5. If the dog will not approach, fold the umbrella, place it on the ground and repeat step 4.

6. Put away the hat and umbrella and proceed with test.

SOCIAL/ INDEPENDENT- Plain and simple!  This section is designed to determine if the dog prefers interaction with people to checking out his environment.

     Greeting

1. After your hat and umbrella are put away greet the handler and the dog (do not use food treats at this point).

2. Observe the dog’s behavior.

3. Record results for approach and greeting.

    Sitting Down

1. Take the dog’s leash.

2. Sit down or kneel if no bench or chair is available and ignore the dog.

3. Wait 20-30 seconds.

4. Record the dog’s behavior.

    Affectionate Interaction

1. Sit down and call the dog to you, do not pull on the leash.

2. For 20 seconds pet the dog gently and sweet talk to him calmly.

3. Record the dog’s reaction.

    Free Time flexi-lead *If no fenced area is available, put the dog on a         

     flexi-lead and give him the freedom to roam about.

1. Accompany dog and handler to the fenced area.

2. Let the dog off leash. 

3. Walk around the area with the handler and observe the dog’s behavior for approximately five minutes.

4. If the dog is not checking in have the handler call him from time to time.

5. After a few minutes have the handler try to keep the dog’s attention using treats or toys (anything the dog likes.) 

6. Record the dog’s reaction.

COMPLIANT/ RESISTANT- These tests are designed to indicate whether or not the dog is easy to manage. 

    Teeth Exam- the purpose of this test is to determine how resistant                   

     the dog is, so you will perform the teeth exam as an amateur.

1. Gather the leash in one hand.  Place that hand underneath the dog’s chin keeping your palm flat and fingers extended straight out, NOT grasping the dog’s lower jaw

2. Place the other hand over the dog’s muzzle.

3. Do not block the dog’s nostrils or eyes.

4. Pull the dog’s muzzle toward you gently.

5. Without opening the dog’s mouth, part the dog’s lips gently on one side of his mouth, exposing both the incisors and canine teeth.  Count to five.

6. Keep the dog’s mouth closed unless he is panting heavily.  If he pants heavily, allow him to open his mouth to pant.

7. If the dog pulls away at all, let go immediately the way an amateur would.

8. Begin again by gently pulling his head toward you and place one hand on each jaw.

9. Watch the dog’s reaction while you try to make it to a count of five.

10. If the dog pulls away, stop, and begin the count again.  Whenever

      you have to start over, watch and count to five again. 

11. Try repeating the first ten steps five times, holding for five seconds

      each time.  The purpose of the repetition is to give the shy dog  

      time to relax and the over-confident dog time to get irritated.

12. If unable to complete exam at this level, repeat steps but hold on longer.

13. Record the dog’s reaction.

    Safe Hug

1. Place the dog in front of you facing to your right.

2. Bring your right arm calmly up under the dog’s neck.

3. Pause and scratch under his collar for a few seconds.

4. Swiftly, smoothly, gently, and without stopping, grasp the back of your own neck with your right hand and capture the dog’s neck in the crook of your right arm.  You should be facing the dog’s rear end.

5. Sweet talk the dog during the hug.

6. Hold gently for 15 seconds while you stoke and praise.

7. Observe the dog’s behavior during and after the test.

8. Record the dog’s reaction.

    Body Exam

1. With the dog standing, kneel or bend over enough to run your hands over his entire body.

2. Watch his reaction as you cover his body from ears to rear.

3. Pick up and gently hold his feet.

4. Place one hand under his belly and gently handle his tail with the other.

5. Record the dog’s reaction.

    Belly Rub treats
1. Get silly!  Sweet talk, and make friends with the dog.  Try to entice the dog to show you his belly.  If he does, rub it!

2. If he does not roll over right away, lower your body by kneeling or sitting on the ground.

3. If the dog still does not roll over, bring out the treats (this should be the first time you have offered him one) and try to lure him down and onto his back.  Do not use you hands to manipulate his body.

4. Record the dog’s behavior. 

PLAY and PREY RESPONSE- This test helps you assess how quickly a dog engages in play, how intensely he plays, and how quickly he calms.

    Tug soft toy with squeaker attached to a leash or rope

1. Bring out the toy and play with it in front of the dog.  Drag it on the ground in an enticing way, flicking it back and forth in a circle, twirling it around you on the floor, getting the dog very interested.

2. Tug. Try to engage the dog in a gentle game of tug-of –war and gradually increase the intensity of the game.

3. Try to lift the dog’s feet off the ground a few times.

4. Try to tug side-to-side as well as up and down.

5. Escalate in intensity if the dog does.

6. Let the dog have the toy.

    Retrieve soft toy, ball
1. Bring out the toy and play with it in front of the dog.  Drag it on the ground on an enticing way, flicking it back and forth in a circle, twirling it around you.

2. Toss the toy a few feet and allow the dog the full length of the leash.

3. Let the dog get hold of the toy.

4. Encourage the dog to bring the toy to you.

    Calming Down After Playing


If the dog played tug or retrieve:

1. Carefully take away the toy and place out of reach of the dog.

2. Sit and ignore the dog for two minutes.

3. Record the dog’s behavior for tug, retrieve and calming.

4. Continue to sit (the handler can also sit and should ignore the dog) until the dog becomes bored and lies down, wait up to five minutes.

5. Note how long it took for the dog to lie down.

HEARING DOG APTITUDE- This test is meant to determine whether or not the dog is naturally reactive to sounds.  There is no need to perform this portion with larger service dog candidates

    Sound Reactivity timer or refrigerator sound magnet

1. When the dog is calm (preferably lying down) set off the sound.

2. Repeat with a different sound if possible.

3. Record his behavior.

SECURE/ INSECURE- During this part of the test we want to make certain that the dog’s behavior does not drastically change away from the handler.

    Behavior Away From Handler treats
1. Take the dog’s leash and walk away from the handler.  The handler should walk in the opposite direction and hide behind a building or other solid object.

2. Continue to walk, and talk to the dog in a jolly manner, trying to make his tail wag.

3. Offer the dog some food treats.

4. Continue to walk, praise and treat the dog for 3-5 minutes.

That is the end of the evaluation!  Take the dog back to the handler.  If you feel the dog is an ideal candidate, explain the next step and prepare them to arrange transportation to Stephenie’s.  If the dog is not appropriate for service work, explain this and describe the environment in which you think the dog would shine.  If the dog is borderline, explain that you need to share the evaluation with others and that we will be in touch after a decision has been made.

Follow up:

1. Finish filling out the evaluation form shortly after the evaluation is completed.

2. Contact Becky McClintock, Cathie Newitt, and Stephenie Anderson Vallie via email with your recommendation on whether this dog should continue in the evaluation process.  If you have filled out the evaluation form on your computer please attach it to this email. 

3. If the dog passed the evaluation send a copy your initial evaluation form to Stephenie Anderson Vallie by mail, email, or fax:

a. StephTHSD@totalzone.com
b. Fax: 936-295-5074  Call to arrange the fax ahead of time 936-294-9454.

c. 877 IH 45 South

Huntsville, TX 77340

Certain portions of this test were taken from Great Dog Adoptions by Sue Sternberg

THSD Initial Evaluation Results Form

STARTLE/ RECOVERY

Approach

· Dog growls or barks, do not complete test.

· Dog will not approach even after you put down umbrella and hat.

· Dog approaches warily, after you put down umbrella and hat.

· Dog approaches happily, after you put down umbrella and hat.

· Dog approaches warily, while you still have umbrella and hat.

· Dog approaches happily, while you still have umbrella and hat.

SOCIAL/ INDEPENDENT
Greeting

· Dog is distracted, too into its environment to greet you.

· Dog greets you briefly, then leaves to investigate environment.

· Dog greets you and sticks around.

Sitting Down

· Dog disregards you, doesn’t notice you’ve sat down, or dog puts his paws on your lap to get a better view of things.

· Dog comes right over and nuzzles next to you; dog may jump up on your lap, sit between your legs, rub against you, or try to join you on the chair.

Affectionate Interaction

· Dog remains aloof, distracted or interested in the environment.

· Dog remains aloof out of fear or overall anxiety.

· Dog responds immediately but disengages quickly; does not remain for full 20 seconds.

· Dog responds immediately with continuous affection in an excited, exuberant way.

· Dog responds immediately with continuous affection in a calm and gentle way.

Free Time

· Dog does not check in with handler and does not respond to recall.

· Dog does not check in but does respond when handler calls him.
· Dog checks in regularly.
· Dog prefers to stay near handler.  Does this appear to be because:

· Dog is anxious in the new environment

· Dog is bonded to handler.

COMPLIANT/ RESISTANT

Teeth Exam

· Unable to complete five repetitions. Dog growls, snarls or snaps- do not proceed with test.
· Able to complete five repetitions, but the dog struggles or is mouthy, or it is very hard to pull the dog’s head up.
· Able to complete five repetitions, but the dog struggles mildly each time.
· Dog is mellow and tractable, easily allows the tester to complete the five exams.
Teeth Exam- Level two if necessary

· Unable to complete five repetitions. Dog growls, snarls or snaps- do not proceed with test.
· Able to complete five repetitions, but the dog struggles or is mouthy, or it is very hard to pull the dog’s head up.
· Able to complete five repetitions, but the dog struggles mildly each time.
· Dog is mellow and tractable, easily allows the tester to complete the five exams.
Safe Hug

During Hug:

· Dog growls or stiffens- do not proceed with test.

· Dog struggles fiercely.

· Dog is tense.

· Dog struggles somewhat, then settles.

· Dog is tolerant.

· Dog is relaxed.

After Hug:

· Dog leaves you and cannot be cajoled back to you.

· Dog is neutral

· Dog offers appeasement gestures such as licking, hanging his tail low while wagging, glancing at you and then away, getting silly in gentle play. Dog leans against you, lingers.

Body Exam

· Dog growls or stiffens- do not proceed with test.

· Dog struggles fiercely.

· Dog is tense.

· Dog struggles somewhat, then settles.

· Dog is tolerant.

· Dog is relaxed.

Belly Rub

· Dog cannot be coaxed or lured to show his belly.

· Dog was lured into position.

· Dog was coaxed into position.

PLAY and PREY RESPONSE

Tug

· Dog engages in play immediately, may whine or growl during play.  Dog plays roughly, escalates intensity, is chompy with his grip has persistent hard eye contact or dilated pupils.

· Dog engages in play immediately, plays intensely with fleeting eye contact but is calm when gripping and aware of boundaries (where his mouth is, and where his feet will land).

· Dog takes a bit of time to get going in play and may seem a little lazy at first.  Then dog plays for a few rounds.

· Dog is barely interested in toys or chase, would rather hang out or observe.

Retrieve

· Dog shows no interest in tossed toy.

· Dog follows toy but does not pick it up.

· Dog follows toy and mouths or picks it up briefly.

· Dog picks toy up and carries it but does not return it.

· Dog picks toy up and brings it back.

Calming Down After Playing

· Dog doesn’t calm but may become more and more aroused and nippy when you stop playing.

· Dog doesn’t calm readily, may bark at toys or desperately try to pull or drag you to toys.

· Calms after a few moments, quickly becomes interested in you.

· Dog disengages easily, is attentive to you, or moves to another activity.

How long before the dog lied down?_______________________________

HEARING DOG APTITUDE

Sound Reactivity

· Dog moves away from sound, appears stressed and tries to escape the sound. 

· Freezes or focuses on sound, but then avoids instead of approaching the sound.

· Dog shows no reaction, did not seem to notice the sound.

· Orientates to sound but does not approach, does not avoid either.

· Orientates to sound then approaches it confidently.

SECURE/ INSECURE

Behavior Away From Handler

· Dog constantly looks for handler, is uninterested in attention or treats from you.
· Dog seems concerned at first but you are able to distract him with treats.
· Dog is unconcerned about the absence of handler.
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